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Overview

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the background report is to understand the existing
characteristics of the South Concord Corridor and the factors both
within and outside the corridor which have significant influences on
South Concord. This information will inform the corridor planning
process and provide a guide for making decisions about the
corridords future.

ABOUT SOUTH CONCORD

The South Concord Corridor is lccated in the Southeast Corner of
South St. Paul between 1-494 and the southern city limits (Figure 1).
The area has a long history of industrial use due to its proximity to
the Mississippi River, the South St. Paul stockyards (once the largest
stockyards in the world) and the railroad.

The area has recently been the recipient of significant public
investments, including construction of the Wakota Bridge, upgrade
of the Concord Road streetscape, and construction of the Mississippi
River Regional Trail (MRRT). In the future, the area will also be near
the proposed Red Rock Corridor commuter rail station which will be
located just across the river, providing additional positive impact on
the area when it is constructed.

Figure 1: Project Location
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EXiSting Uses Figure 2: Area Businesses
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The project area is approximately 47 acres in size (excluding rights
of way) and is dominated by uses that have limited building
coverage such as trucking companies, auto sales lots and contractor
services (Figure 2). On the north end of the corridor is Twin City
Hide and Tanning which is a legacy heavy industrial use related to
the Cityds history as a majwothe c e
east of the project area is the Mississippi River, the large Holcim
Dakota Bulk Terminal and the South St. Paul Rod and Gun Club. To
the south is the City of Inver Grove Heights which has a similar
mixture of highway oriented uses as well.* To the west of the
corridor is a significant bluff line with largely single family
neighborhoods beyond.

! The City of Inver Grove Heights is currently conducting a similar
corridor planning exercise.
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Figure 3: Transportation

Transportation

With the recent construction of the Wakota Bridge and supporting
roadways, the corridor has excellent regional transportation access
(Figure 3). Interstate 494 carries more than 91,000 cars per day
and Concord Road almost 14,000 cars per day.

Concord Road is a transit route serviced by Bus Route 71, which has
frequent service from Inver Grove Heights to Downtown St. Paul and
north to Little Canada. Several stops are located within the
boundaries of the corridor.

The corridor has access to freight rail service provided by Union

Pacific a Class | railroad. The line runs alongside the corridor and

averages 4 trains per day. This is a low speed section of rail line and

connects with the Union Pacificds main system.

This section of the Mississippi is navigable and the Holcim Dakota
Bulk Terminal contains an active barge port. Along the eastern
border of the corridor is the Mississippi River Regional Trail (MRT)
which provides excellent access for norrmotorized transportation
from the headwaters all the way to the lowa border. The MRT also
runs across the Wakota Bridge providing convenient access to both
sides of the Mississippi River.

Local transportation links are more challenged than regional
connections due to the topography. Dale Place and Poplar Street
provide vehicular access from the adjacent residential
neighborhoods. However, the severe slopes limit their suitability as
connections for non-motorized traffic.
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